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—Martis ceimo Far MDCCXIV. 
[/ Anpog; Regni Regis & EO RGI, 
Magn Britan &c. Duodecimo. 


TT is Ordered, That the Thanks of this 
Court be giventotbe Reverend Dr. Warren, 


Adamem and Citizens of this City, 
bedral Church of St. Paul, Tefter- 


, being ihe 2 Faſt for the 
ertyrdom of K. ns CrHaRLEs . 


, n 
Jackſon. 


at 


bis Sermon preached before the 


— | 7 — 
Region and 2 If. — a 


. Preach d before the Right Houourable 5 


The LORD MAYOR, | ; 
ALDERMEN, 1 


AND 


G CITIZENs of LONDON. 


At the Cathedral Church of 


= PT. 


On Monday the 31 of January, 1725, 
That being the Anniverſary Faſt for 
the Martyrdom of King CHARARLEs 
the Firſt, N 


WW z-n0Bzrr waknegyv, D. D 
\ Rektor of St. aas Stratford Bow in Middleſex. 
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To the Right Honourable! 
Sir FRANCIS FORBES 


Lord Mayor 


| oF THE * 
CITYof LONDON, 


AND TO 


The Right Worſhipful | 
THE 


Court of ALDERMEN; 


» "A 


S ] have received the Command of 
this Honourable Court, to print the 
following Sermon, preach'd be fore the Com- 
munity of this Cay: 3 I have in Obedience com- 
Ny d thereto, and heartily wiſh, this Offer 
- it in Prim, may be accepted, as a Mark 


of 


— — — — 


DE DICIAITIO . 


of ALDERMEN 1 
If Ability, Loyalty, and Goodneſs, are 
Qualifications that will recommend a Ma- 
giſtrate, or Subject; Your Logpsmiy 
n Tour High Station, appears a Bright Ex- 
ample to Illuftrate my Diſconr ſe, — wont by 
of All Imation. 

That this Great and Flouriſbing City may 
never want a Magiſtrate with L Ou 
Loxpsnie's Virtues, to preſide over It, 


or It's Glory and Bleſſing, is the hearty 
rayer , 1 


My Lo Kp, 
Your Lon ps ir's 


Moſt Obedient, and Moft 


Robert Warr en. 


| | 
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of the Great Reſpad, and High Bftrem 1 
ar to Your = and the Court 
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(1) 


Si, MATTHEW XXII. part of 
the 21 Verſe. 


"Wy therefore unto Ceſar, the Things 
which are Ceſars : and unto God, the 
T1 hings that are Gods, 


| HICH Words, are our Saviour's 
: Anſwer, to an i»/naring Queſtion 
propo ſed, by thoſe thoſe who were neitber 


— * s, nor Ceſar's Friends. 
And we fhall better underſtand them, if ve 
fook back to the 15th Verſe of this Cha 
where we read, Thar the Phariſees took counſel his 
they might intanglle Chriſt in his Talk. And they 


Ent out unto Him their diſciples, with the Herodians, 


faying, Maſter, we know that thou art true, and teach- 
of the way of God in truth, neither wg ff thoa fe or any 
For thoa regardeſt ft not the per you of — Tel 
us therefore, What thinkeſt thou ? 7 it lanful to gius 
tribute i iy Bas Jeſus perceived — 
wickedneſs, and i wi Je me, je hypocrites 
Chew me the tribute money. And they brought 2 


„ A Sade Pahl befor 


him a Penny. And he ſaith unto them, whoſe i is this 
Image and Superſcription? They ſay unto 2 Ceſar? 6. 
Then ſaith He unto them, as 
therefore unto Ceſar, the Things which are Ce 2 8: An 2 
anto God, the Things that are Gods 5 

In the Proſecution of this Diſcourſe I ſhall con- 
__ 


; , The tg enen m__ to our 
Lor | | 


A 


Secondly, The Anſwer of our Bleſed Saviour 
contained in my Text ; wherein is couched our 


Duty to God, and unto the King, who is His 


Vicegerent here on Earth. And then 


Thirdly, J ſhall make a ſuitable Application of 
the whole, with a * regard e to this 1 
Solemnity. | * 


I begin with the Firſ of theſe, bats) The 
Que ſtion 7 — the Matter whereof was the Law- 
falneſi of yielding, Tribute to Ceſar. The Primary 
Deſign of it, as we, learn by the Context, was not 
ſo much their own' Satisfaction, as to intangle our 
Saviour in His Diſcourſe. He had uſed great Free- 
dom and Severity in reprehending the common Vi- 
ces of that Age, and the Great Men of it; and fo 
this many ow'd him a Spire, and were reſolꝰ d, if 
l to deſtroy Him. 

To this purpoſe, the Sect of the Phariſees held 
a private Conſultation, the; End whereof, was to 
1 our Saviour to talk his Mind about the 

Supreme 
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Supreme Powers, and the Preſent Government and 
Adminiſtration of Affairs: that ſo they might have, 
at leaſt, a Colour to indict him before the Roman 
Preſident, as a Pabliſber of New Ddtrines, and no 
Friend of Ceſar's ; or elſe to incenſe the Common 
People of the Jews againſt Him, who were his 
perpetual Auditors. 

To bring this about, they ſend forth their Diſ- 
ciples, with the Herodians, a pack of vile, pro- 
fligate Wretches, Men of no Probity,nor Principles, 
neither Friends of God or Ceſar. For theſe Diſ- 
ciples of the Phariſees were many of them zealous 
Proſelytes of Judas Gaulouites, and had imbib'd 
the Doctrine of the Galileans, for which Pilate 
mingled their Blood with their Sacrifices, St. Luke 
13. 1. 

The DoQtrines which they ſpread abroad, were 
Antimonarchical, yea againſt all Sovereign Power and 
Rule. They declared it impious to own any Foreign 
Juriſdiction, or to yield Obedience to any but God, 
or who was appointed by the Divine Law. Yea 
this is reckoned as one of their Opinions, that the 
were not ſo much as to pray, or do any ſacred Of- 
fice for the Romans: Theſe were the Diſciples of 


the Phariſees. 
Nor were the Herodians of better Principles, for 


- theſe were of the Sect of the Sadducees: And 'tis 


probable St. Mark points at theſe Men, when He 
ſpeaks of the Leaven of Herod, Mat.8.15. Theſe 
were of that Set who thought, and declared, that 


| Herod was the Great Meſſiah, and that in Him was 
- fulfilled the Prophecy of Jacob, Gen. 49. 10. The 
. Scepter ſhall not depart yu Judah, &c. 


But 
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But whether theſe Men, as the Galileans, were 
for Liberty, or defended Subjection and the Cauſe 
of Ceſar, is variouſly thought and believed. 

Some are of Opinion that they were Heroa's Do- 
meſticks, of His Court, and Houſhold, and avow- 
ed Subjection due to Ceſar, which if they did, tis 
probable it was out of reſpect to Herod, to whom 


they belonged. For Herod, tho? by Nation an 


Idumean, and a Foreigner, yet when that place was 
added to Judea, and He himſelf profeſs'd the Jews 


Religion, He was xo longer to be reputed a Stranger 


in Iſrael; whereupon the Herodians willingly paid 
Subjection to him as a Jew, and the Great Reſtorer 
of the Lam. | 

But by others*tis thought, theſe were but ſervile 
Flatteries and «»worthy Compliances; and that 
the Sudducees, part of which Sect were Herodians, 
were great Aſſertors of the Liberty of the Common- 
Wealth. And amongſt other things, I read, that 
they uſed this, as an Argument againſt al future Re- 
wards after this Life, becauſe otherwiſe, their Anceſtors 


would not ſo often have taken up Arms for the Defence of 


their Liberties in this World. 


Nor is it a thing incredible that the Followers of 


Herod, tho? they. openly profeſſed Subjection due to 
Ceſar, might ſecretly and anderhand incourage the 
Doctrine of Reſiſtance, with hopes again to _— 
and recover the Kingdom out of the Hands of the 
Romans. 

And theſe were the Perſons moſt popular, and 
picked out as moſt fit, to provoke our Saviour to 
give an unadviſed Anſwer, to their Propoſition a- 
bout the Lawfulneſs of paying Tribute to Ceſar : 

Tr” Maſter, 


dz FAB mas 
- 


r 
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Maſter, We know that thou art true, and teacheſt 
the way of God in Truth, neither careſt thou for any 
Man : for thou regaraeſt not the perſon of men. Tell 
us therefore, What thinkeſt thou? Is it lawful to give 
tribute unto Ceſar, or not ? 

Thus their treacherous Aims were uſher'd in with 
all the Formality of Crafs and Hypocriſy, And in- 
deed what they ſaid of Chriſt was ſtrictiy right: 
Whenever He was to deliver the Mind and Will 


of God, He never declined Truth, affecting the Fa- 


vour of Ceſar or Pontius Pilate, or fearing their 
Greatneſs and envy' d Poner ; which are Conſide- 
rations of great weight with weal and unſtable Minds, 
but could prevail aothing upon Him, at any time 
to ſpeak otherwiſe than juſt and true. However 


with this flattering Addreſs, they defire His 


1 and Opinion, — Tell as what thinkeſt Thou ? 
Is it lawful to give tribute to Ceſar ? RY, 
The Queſtion here is not concerning human Law 


and Fquity, but whether it be agreeable to the 


Divine Law, to the Mind of God, and according 
to that Truth, which Thou pretendeſt to deliver 


from Heaven? Is it lawful to give Tribute anto 


Ceſar, or not? | 

The Caſe then in ſhort, was this. The Romans 
having got the Supreme Power and Government 
into their Hands, conſtituted their Deputies in ſe- 
veral Places and Provinces, who by the Com- 
mand and in the Name of Ceſar, required Tribute 
of the People, which was gathered as a Tax and 


 Aſſeſment upon their Lands, or upon their Heads 


and Families. This was by many looked upon as a 


Great Oppteſſion, and ſuch a Toke as neither They 


2 | were 
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_ able, nor their Anceſtors had been accu ſtomed to 
ear. 

And tho? ſome for fear, and hope of honour and 
other reſpects, comply'd with Herod's JuriſdiQtion, 
yet there were great Murmurings amongſt the Jews, 
and ound Tumults upon this account. For Joſephus 
and others report of Judas Galileus, the Firſt Au— 
thor of the Sect of the Galileans in the time of Au- 
guſtus, and of Judas Gaulonites afterwards, who 
ſtirred up the People to Rebellion againſt their Go- 
vernour, and drew many after them (which thing is 
mention'd likewiſe by Gamaliel a Doctor of the Law, 
Act. 5. 37.) that theſe Men and their Followers ex- 
horted the Jews to a Lawleſs and Carnal Liberty, at- 
firming Tribute to be nothing elſe but Slavery, and 
that they were much to blame, to ſuffer mortal Men 
to rule over them; For they judg'd it an Impiety, 
and a Diſbonour to God, to acknowledge any foreign 
Power, or Supreme Authority, not appointed by the 
Divine Law. 

For this Commandment Thow ſbalt ſerve one God, 
They generally interpreted, not as oppoſed to all 
Sovereign Power, ſuch as was that of Saul, David, 
and Solomon, Men choſen and appointed by God; 
but as contrary to the Rule and Authority of Prophane 
and Heathen Nations over them, according to that 
Command of God, Deut. 17. 15. One from among thy 
Brethren ſhalt thou ſet Ring over thee : Thou mayeſt 
not ſet a Stranger over thee, which is not thy Brother. 

Neither was this a New Doctrine of the Hereſy 
of the Galileans, but much more antient, and was the 
Cauſe that Many of the Jews, would not ſurrender 


themſelves when even cloſely beſieged, and op- 
preſfed 
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preſſed by their Enemies. Yea their own impartial 
Hiſtorian teſtifies, that there was not a» kind of 
Evil that at any time overtook them; Peffilene, 
Famine, or Sword, which this Opinion of theirs was 
not the cauſe or occaſion of. 

This therefore, being a point which many of the 
Jews had maintained with their Lives, and al! that 
was dear unto them, they deſire our Saviour's Judg- 
ment upon it; whether the People of God, made 
and declared free by Him, ought /o to ſubmit, as to 
on a fereign Power, and to pay 1ribate ; Is it lanful 
to give tribute to Ceſar, or not ? | 

This may ſuffice for the Queſtion and Circum- 
ſtances of it; We come now 

Secondly, To our Lord's plain and paſſitive Anſwer ; 
Which unties the Knot, and delivers Him from 
the Snare which 7 hey intended for Him. Shew me the 
Tribute Money, ſays Chriſt, whoſe Image and Super- 
ſeription is this? They ſay unto him, Ceſar's. Then 
faith He unto them, Render therefore unto Ceſar, the 
things that are Ceſars, and unto God, the things that 
are Gods. 

Thus partly out of their own Mouths, He preaches 
to them, that Duty and SubjeCtion which they had 
diſputed ; For the very Coin which they uſed, as it 
had the Saperſcription of Ceſar, ſo it had its value 
by His Proclamation. And This was a Teſtimony of 
the Rule and Dominion of the Roman Magiſtrate in 
adea. 
0 Whether it was for a Government Lawfully obtain- 
ed, I obſerve our Bleſſed Lord takes zo Notice, but 
pronounces Sub jection to it due from the Jews to the 
Romans. Render to Ceſar, the things that are Ceſar's. 
Bus 


— — 
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And here it will be proper for me to ſhew you, 
as briefly as I can, What thoſe things are, which belong 
to the Supreme Magiſtrate, and are to be given to 
Him, and What are the things which belong to God ; 
and how theſe are to be performed, fo that they may 
not interfere or claſh one with another. 
| Now the things which belong to the Supreme 

Magiſtrate, and are due to Him from the Subject 

are, | 

Firſt of all, Honour and High Eſteem of His Per- 
ſon, as the Repreſentative of God the Supreme Gover- 
nour of the World; as one delegated by His ſpecial 
Providence, to Miniſter for the Good, Peace, and 
Tranquillity of Men. | 

The Apoſtle to the Romans Chap. 13. calls the 
Higher Powers twice in that Chapter, the Miniſters of 
God. Firſt for Good, and Secondly to execute 
wrath upon Him that doth Evil. | 

The true End of Laws and Governoars, being the 

Safety and Protect ion of Good, and the Extirpation 
of Evil Members, we cannot but have a Great 
Eſteem for the Higher Powers, and a ſacred regard 
or the Perſons of Sovereign Princes. And this is 
but to follow the Apoſtle's advice, in giving Fear 
to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour is due. That 
is, we ought to be very cautious of wilfally diſ- 
pleaſing thoſe, to whom God hath given the Rule 
over us; and that we ought to expreſs our ſenſe of 
their being God's Miniſters, by al the Tokens of Re- 
ſpect, and Signs of Reverence. And this is one of 
thoſe things that are due to Ceſar. 
Slecondij, According to our Saviour's Doctrine, 
another thing due to Ceſar, is paying Tribute: A 
| readineſs 


e 
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readineſs to ſupport the Magiſtrate in the Execu- 
tion of the Law, and in the Defence of Truth and 
Rightcouſnefs, This we are to render, as Due to 
Him according to the Doctrine of Chriſt's Reli- 
gion, nay His Example too, who paid this Duty 
Himſelf, Mat. 17. 2). And agreeable it is to Reaſon, and 
nec. ſſary for the End of Government, 

For fince the Peace and Tranquillity of Nations are 
not to be had without arms, nor Arms without Wages, 
wor Mages without Tribute, (as Tacitus (aid,) it follows, 
that He, whoſoever he be, that poſſeſſes the Im- 
perial Throne, as long as he does ſo, ought to re- 
ceive Tribute, as the Price of that Common Safety 
which under Him we enjoy. | 

This was not only the Doctrine of our Great 
Lord and Maſter, but of His Holy Apoſtles. And 
St. Paul tho He oftentimes ſmarted under the Roman 
Government, upon the ſcore of Chriſtianity, yet 
ſtudied a0 Methods of Revenge, nor attempted to 
ſeduce am, from their Obedience to the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, And tho there were mam, ready to re- 
volt, upon the old ſcore, in His Time, in not think- 
ing themſelves obliged to a Strange Power, yet He 
gave it in Command, that they ſhould pay Tribute 
to thoſe very Powers, And this is another of thoſe 
things which appertain to Ce/ar. 

Thirdly, another thing that belongs to Ceſar, is 
Duty and Obedience, in all of and honeſt Things. This 
alſo, had the warrant of our Saviour's Doctrine 
and Example, who was made ander the Law, and 
became ſubject to it, and was the greateſt Inſtance, 
of a ready and cheerful Obedience, in al good and honeſt 

things 


* 


— Shoe — — — — 


— 


10 ASAM ON Preach d before 


things enjoined by the Magiſtrate, that Ever was 
upon Earth. 

This was a Due, that neither Chriſt, nor any of 
His true Followers were juſtly charged for detaining; 
And I can't forbear taking notice, that it was more 
frequently preached out of the Religious Aſſemblies of 
the Chriſtians, than the Jewiſh Sanhedrim; and bet- 
ter pract iſed amongſt them, than among the Seditious 
Romans; inſomuch, that St. Pau! thought it proper, 
to give it in charge to the Romans, Chap. 13. 1. 
That Every Soul among them, ſhould be ſabject to 
the Higher Powers. 

For That, was to be 20 Obſtacle nom, that the 
Law of Moſes was given by God; fince nom, with- 
out the Confines of Jadea there are other Forms of 
Government, which have their Original, and Au- 
thority from God too. 

For tho? the Jewiſh Laws and Governours, were 
to be obeyed whilſt their Common-Wealth ſtood, and 
they were at their own diſpoſal, yet ſince by the 
Judgment of God, their Power and Authority came 
into the hands of the Romans, Theſe were now to 
be no leſs obeyed, in all honeſt things than a Jewiſb 
Xing, or a Council of the Jews. For the Prophet 
Jeremy commanded Nabachodonoſor to be obeyed ; 
And the Prophets themſelves, obeyed the Chaldeans 
and Perſians. 

Wherefore, he would not admit the Chriſtians, 
upon am Plea of Exemption by the Goſpe/, to caſt 
off the Yoke of Obedience, and SubjeQion to their 
Magiſtrates; but charges, indefinitely, Every Soul, 
among them to be ſubject, even Prophets, Apoſtles, 


and Miniſters. 
For 
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For the Exemption of Popes and Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons from the Civil Power, there may be Ca- 
nons Eccleſiaſtical : And as Princes became more or 
leſs devoted to the Church, /o were their Exempti- 
ons: But we find 20 Foundation for any ſuch Supre- 
macy in Scripture, no Footſteps there of ſuch a Matter. 
For St. Paul gives it in charge among them, That e- 
very Soul, of what Rank, Quality, or Degree ſoever, 
be ſubject; Tho thou art an Apoſile, tho) an Evangeliſt, 
tho? a Prophet; yea, whatever thou art, thou muſt be 
ſubject to the Higher Powers : Thus faith St. Chry. 
ſoſtom x. Yea, St. Peter alſo, from whom the Pope 
pretends to derive his uſurped Power, is /o far from 
challenging any Power over Rings and Princes, either 
for Himſelf or Succeſſors ; that he requires Chriſti- 
ans to ſubmit themſelves, not unto Him, but unto 
the King as Supreme: Nay, He would have them 
be ſabject, not only to the Good and Gentle, but alſo 
to the Froward, From all which it plainly appears, 
that 4 Eccleſiaſticks, as well as Lay-men, muſt be 
included; unleſs by forfeiting their Reaſon, they 
will degenerate into the Nature of the Beaſts that 
eriſb. | 
| Le -efticn and Obedience are generally our in · 
diſpenſible Duty. And theſe none of us can with- 
hold, without refuſing to render unto Ceſar the 
things that are Ceſar's. And 'twas the memorable 
Saying of one of the Axcients, That the Chriſtian 
is no Man's Enemy, much leſs the Emperor's; whom 
he looks upon as conſtituted by God, and therefore 
| C muſt 


em — 
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muſt weceſſarily love, reverence, and honour Him, 
and endeavour His Safety und Preſer vation. I his 
was the Rule that the Ancient Chriſtians obſerved 
in this Caſe, that whoſoever was inveſted with 
Empire and Dominion, => perform'd Duty and 


Obedience to Him; neither were they ready to 
combine, with any who under ſpecious Names and 
Pretences, endeavour'd Changes and Innovations. 

For tho“ their Prayers were for Good, Pious, and 
Mercifal Governours, and when they had ſuch, 
they 7ejoiced in it, as a ſeal Pavour and Blefſing 
from God, yet they were alſo content with worſe, 
and were willing to pay them Duty and Obedience, 
as far as they ſafely could, concluding (as all goon 
Men do) that it is mach better, and more for the 
Pablick Good and Safety, to live under Evil and 
Tyrannical Governours, than to be without any Go- 
verument or Reſtraint at all; Therefore I ſhall con- 
clude this Head with ſaying, that according to 
Chriſt, Sabjection and Obedience is Ceſar's Due. 
R = therefore unto Ceſar, the things that are 
Ceſars. 
 Fourthly and Laſtly, The Supreme Magiſtrate 
has a Right to our Prayers and Supplications to God; 
and we cannot neglect this Duty, without being 
guilty of Diſlojalty, and withholding his Due from 

im. | 

St. Paul gave this in Charge, in the ſecond Chap- 
ter of his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy and the firſt Verſe. 
I exhort _ that firſt of all, Sapplicattons, Pray- 
ers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made for all 
men: For Kings, and for all that are in authority. 
Where we are taught hi Duty when the Chriſtians 
Were 
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were under the Government of Unbelieving Magi- 
ſtrates, And indeed 'twas the more neceſſary to be 
urged, and the Duty ſtated at that Time. For the 
Firſt and New Converts among the Jews, would 
ſcarce admit the Gentiles (ſuch were the thew Ro- 
man Powers) to the common Salvation, and therefore 
were nat eaſily ind ueed to pray for them. 

This Prejudice the Apoſtle removes, and ſhews, 
That True Piety, and eſpecially the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, obliges them to prey for All Mex. And in 
this Particular the Chriſtians did exceed all others ; 
for the Iſraelites prayed for their Friends, but cur- 
ſed their Foes, as the Enemies of God, But *twas the 
peculiar Honour of Chriftians,to pray for Unbelievers, 
not only in general, but individuals, and to look upon 
none ſo abandoned by God, as to be excluded the Pra- 
ers and Charitable Wiſhes of their Souls. 

To pray for the Houſbold of Faith, they needed not 
to be taught; but to pray for Ceſar, their Enemy, and 
the Unbelieving Magiſtrates, they needed Iuſtruction; 
it being a thing They were not well acquainted with- 
al. | | 
He therefore gives this in Command, that they 
ſhould pray for thoſe, whom God has ſet in Autho- 
rity over them; And tho' ever ſo wicked, 
never ſuch Enemies to Chriſt and the Goſpel, yet we 
are required to pray for them, with this Argument, 
— Becauſe God would have ALL Men to be ſaved, 
and come to the Knowledge of the Truth; Whoſe Change 
and Salvation, may be eſſected by the Devout 
Prayers of Good Men. 


This 
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This is our Duty to our Magiſtrates; and whate- 
ver be the Succeſs, we ſhall not loſe the Benefit of 
thoſe Prayers. | 

And had the Rules I have mentioned, been duly 
obſerved, and Prayers regularly kept up for our Mar- 
ty“ d Sovereign, inſtead of Libels againſt His Perſon, 
Crown, and Dignity, our Nation had act been em- 
broiled in the grievous Manner it was; And ſome 
would never have riſen to ſo dreadful a Pitch, as to 
act Sedition and Treaſon, with Pretence of Law; and 


not only to break in Rebelliouſly upon the Regal 


Rights, but under Colour of Juſtice, to put heir 
Sovereign to death, imbruing their Hands, their 
wicked Hands, in his innocent Blood. Remember not 
our old fins, O Lord! neither our iniquities, nor the 
iniquities of our Fore-fathers. 
hus I have diſpatched ſo much as I intended, 
concerning the Duty of Subjects to the Supreme 
Magiſtrate ; and have ſhewed what thoſe things 
are, Which ſtrictly belong to the Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate, and are to be given Him, as | 
1ſt. Honour, and High Eſteem of His Perſon. 
2aly. Paying Him Tribute, or ſupporting Him 


in the Execution of the Laws, and in the Defence 


of Truth and Righteouſneſs. 

z4ly. Duty and Obedience, in all juſt and honeſt 
things. | 1 

459. and laſtly, Earneſt Prayers and Supplicati- 
ons to God for Him. F 

I proceed next to conſider, what are the things which 
properly belong to God. For. we are to know that 
the Weglect of our Duty to God, is not to be attoned 
by Loyalty and Sabjettion to Ceſar, Nor can the e. 

an 
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and Pretence of being Good Subjects, excuſe us the 
Duty of Good Men, and Good Chriſtians. © 
In wain, do thoſe Perſons pretend to be either 
Religious or Loyal, that do not conſcientiouſly pay 
their Duty, to both God and the King. My Son, 
ſays Solomon, fear thou the Lord and the Kjng, Prov. 
24, 21. To ſay we fear the Lord, when we fear 
not the Ning, is to be canting Traytors ; And to ſay 
we fear the Ring, when we fear not the Lord, is to 
be Courtly Atheiſts. For God, as well as the King, 
muſt have his Dae in every regard. Render unto 
God the things that are God's. 

Now that which is God's due in the firſt place, 
before, and above others, is the Higheſt Adoration 
we can poſſibly perform, from a ſenſe of His Infe- 
nite Greatneſs; a Love and Regard to Him above 
and before All others, for His Infinite Goodneſs ; a 
Subjection to His Will, Active and Paſſive, for His 
Abſolute Dominion; a firm Faith, and ſure Depen- 
dance upon his Word and Promiſes, for His perfect 
Truth; à holy Fear of provoking His Tremendous 
Majeſty, and a Conſtant Care, and ⁊talous Endea- 
vour to approve our ſelves His faithful Servants 
and Subjects, for His Supreme Power ; in all hum- 
bleſt Duty and filzal Obedience to His Holy Laws, 

Therefore as Tribate, Honour and Subjection, are 
the Right of the Civil Magiſtrate; ſo Devotion, Wor- 
ſvip; and Religion are reſerv'd-for God: And our Sa- 
viour and His Followers, with all the Primitive 
Chriſtians, - tho they preach'd and aſſerted every 
where, the Right of Subjection and Obedience, yet 
they took care not to confound, or thereby to give up 
the Duties of Religion, which they om d to — 

D or 
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For this they very well knew, and ſo muſt you 
and I, that Obedience is due to God, in ALL 
things; but to the Magiſtrate, only in thoſe things 
which deſtroy not our Obedience to God. 

God, we are to obey for His own ſake, as our chief 
Benefactor, and Sovereign Lord; but the Magi- 
ſtrate, ozly for God's ſake, and as His Miniſter. 

We are bound to keep and obſerve ALL God's 
Commandments; but it the Magiſtrate commands 
any thing againſt God, and His Truth, we are aij- 
charged from our Obligation to that Law. 

Ihus verily the fa] Chriſtians of ola, or Con- 
f+ſſ-rs of our Holy Lord, were tempted under the 
Koman Emperors; —required to ſwear by the Genius 
of Ceſar, to burn Incenſe to the Pagan Deities, to de- 
liver up their Bibles and Holy Wruings, to deny and 
abjure the Chriſtian Worſhip ; which things they could 
not admit, but always refuſed, notwithſtanding the 
Fears of Death, and the Extremity of Torments. 

Having ſaid this, concerning the Subjects Duty 
to God, and alſo to the Civil Magiſtrate, and the 
Boundaries of it, and ſo ful) diſcharged the Two 
Firſt Particulars I propoſed to ſpeak to; it becomes 
"Third and Laſtly, To apph the whole, with a 

Thirdly an y, To apply the whole, with 4 
cial regard to the ſolemn Oceans on which we are 4 
aſſembled. And here Pm well aware, that ſame will 
be ready to reply, and ask, how well has this Doc- 
trine of our Saviour been received ? or the Duty of 
Subjection, either to God, or the Kzng, . obſerved 
by our ſelves, and the People of this Land? 

Surely, this is one of thoſe malignant Texts of Scri- 
pture ; as ſome of the Zeſors in former times were 

pleaſed 
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pleaſed to ſtile thoſe, that call'd for Subjection to the 
Fſigber Powers, and could have wiſh'd them ex- - 
pung d the ſacred Canon of the New Teſtament. 

But how light ſoever ſome have made of it, I ſhall 
take the Liberty to declare to you. — That to 
the not receiving this Doctrine as of Divine Autho- 
rity, have been owing, in 4 great meaſure, thoſe Evils, 
under which the Nation has groaned ſo many Tears. 

To this was owing, that unnatural Civil War 
that broke out amongſt us; The Blood: ſbed, Anar- 
chy, and Confaſion that followed, and which ended, 
in the fatal Subverſion of the Church and State. 

Tis now more than ſeventy Years, ſince the Fall 
of that Great, that Pious, that Exemplary, yet Cala- 
mitous and Unfortunate Prince, King CHARLES 
the FIRST; who fel] a Sacrifice to Popular Rage 
and Fur), in Defence of the Religion of the Land, 
the Liturgy of the Church, and the Laws, the Liber- 
ty and Property of the People. 

He was indicted and accuſed of High Treaſon, 
and Miſdemeanoars, in the Name of the Commons 
of England : But, God be thanked, and it 

ht to be commemorated, and always declared on 
this ſolemn, mournful Occaſion, that they were not 


All conſenting to His Death. The Higher Houſe (to 


uſe the Martyr's * Words, to His pretended Judges) 

was totally excluded, and the major part of the Houſe 

of Commons, were detained or deterred from ſitting. 
* And 


* See His Majeſty's Reaſons againſt the Juriſdiction of 
their Pretended Court, which he thought fit to leave in Wri- 
ting, to the more impartial Judgment of Poſterity. King 
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And Maultitades there were out of that black and 
| bideows Liſt, who could mourn in ſecret, for thoſe who 
had not the leaſt Remorſe for themſelves. 
However, in order to imprint a Deteſtation and 
Abhorrence of that flagitious and Bloody Act, per- 
petrated as on this Day; the Anniverſary of the Mar- 
tyrdom of that Righteous King, is by Act of Parlia- 
ment appointed for Faſting and Prayer, and made a 
Day of Blackneſs and Darkneſs over all the Land. 
I am deeply ſenſible, *tis o pleaſant Office to re- 
vive the Memory of thoſe troubleſom limes, to en- 
quire after the Authors and Cauſes of our Miſeries; 
TY 2 We "— = 007 Lo:018 
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"Tis well known, that the Beginning of Sorrow to 
this Nation, was a Miſunder ſtanding betwixt the Ming 
and Parliament, and this influenced by Evil Counſels, 
and carried on to violent Extremities, by ſach Men 
who St. Paul to Timothy foretels, ſhould ſpring up 
in the laſt Times, — Men who ſhould be Lovers of their 
own ſelves, covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers,—. 
traitors, heady, high-minded, — baving a form of God- 
ineſs, bat denying the Power thereof. 2 Tim. 3. 1, 
2, 4, 5 Verſes. | 

The Pretences of theſe Men, were pious and ſpecious, 
their Cauſe was God's, and their Battels the Lord of 
Hoſts, and Meroz was curſed, and All that came not 
out to help the Lord againſt the Mighty. 

Their Talk and Out. cry, was for Liberty and Refor« 
mation of Religion; but Inſtruments of Cruelty were 
in their Habitation. | 

Curſed be their anger, for it was fierce ; their wrath, 
for it was cruel.— The breath of our noſtrils, the r 
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ed of the Lord was taken in their Pits, His Blood 
was ſpilt, His Head ſever'd from His Body, ut in 
ſome bye Place, or neglected, unfrequented Corner, but 
in the moſt publick Place, even at His own Palace 
Gates; His Children with the Royal Family, driven 
out, and baniſhed to ſeck their Bread amongſt Foreign- 
ers and Strangers. . 

And then, what, I beſeech you, followed, but 
Blood and Slaughter, Confuſion and every evil Work? 
Then Laws and Liberty, Right and Property, were 
proſtituted, to the Prize and Ambitious Humours of 
Men. 

Then Tyranny poſſeſſed the Throne, and held the 
Scepter of Monarchy, and the pretended Reformation 
was wrote in Letters of Blood. 

Then the Sword made Laws, ſanftified Preach- 
ers, and decided Controverſies; and Succeſs made 
Lawfal the worſt and vileſt Actions of Men. 

The beſt Church was libelled as Anti- chriſtian, and 
the true Religion of our Saviour, 4% in Scuffles and 
Controverſies, 

Such Variety of fooliſh Sects, and abſurd Opinions 
were cried up, that a great many were ready to turn 
Atheiſts, and to be of zo Religion at all, becauſe 
the Tribunes of Soldiers, thoſe great Leaders and Dic- 
_ were not agreed among themſelves where to 

XII. 

This verily was that melancholy, unhappy time, 
when many took Dominion to be founded in Grace, 
And that the time was come for the Saints to poſſeſs 
the Earth, to bind their Rings with Chains, and their 
Nobles with Fetters of Iron. To execute npon them 

7 the 
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the Judgment written: This honour have all his Saints. 


Pſal.. 149. 8, g. 

And now what ſhall we ſay upon the whole, but 
as David did, when he was told of the Death of 
Saul, and Jonathan His Son? — Tell it not in Gath— ! 
Te mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dem; neither let 
there be rain upon you, nor Fields of Offerings, the 


 . Shield of the Mighty is vilely caſt away ! the Shield of 


Saul, as though not anointed with Ol ! 

It zearly concerns us all then, this ſolemn Day, 
both by Faſting and Prayers, Tears and Alms. deedi, to 
deprecate the Vengeance of the moſt high God, a- 
gainſt this miſerably divided Church and Nation, and 
moſt earneſtly to — Him, to continus the Reigu 
of our Gracious Sovereign over us, and to let nothin 
of true Felicity, be wanting to Him and HIS Royal 
Family. Make Him ſtill, we beſeech thee, O Lord, 
a Mighty Protector of the State, a Nurſing Father. to 
the Church, and a Graciows and Merciful Patron to 
them both. | 

Let us all, I moſt earneſtly intreat you, beg of 
God to give us Grace, dutifully to ſubmit our ſelves 
to every Ordinance of Man; and to obey thoſe hear- 
tily that are over us in the Lord, And let us ever- 
more pray to Goa, to fill them with His Holy Spi- 
rit, that fearing Him and hating — they 
may not hold their. Places in vain, but uſe their Pow- 
er as the Miniſters of God, for the Puniſhment of Evil. 
doers, and the Praiſe of them that do well. That ſo 
Violence may no more be heard in our Land, nor waſting 
and deſtruction within our Borders; but that our Walls 
may be Salvation, and our Gates Praiſe. 


Once 
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Once more, Let us heartily beſeech Almighty 
God, if His wiſe and good Providence ſees it beſt for 
us, that we may no more hear the voice of the flanderer 
and blaſphemer, no murmuring nor complaining in our 
ſtreets ; neither the ſound of the trumpet, or alarm 
of war; but may beat our 2 into plow ſbares, and 
our ſpears into pruning hooks : That every man may cau- 
tinue to ſit quietly and cheerfully under his own vine, and 
none may make us afraid. 

Happy is that people that is in ſuch a caſe : Tea hap- 
N is that people, whoſe God is the Lord. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, be the Ringdom, the Power, and the 
Glory, for Ever and Ever, Amen. 


* 
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